DH. m]              THE DOWNFALL OF THE EMPIHE

In 1371, however, we find a new Prime Minister appointed.
This was Gajah Enggom, who served for the remaining eighteen
years of Rajasanagara's reign, and continued in the post under the
next king till his death in 1898.

7.   THE DOWNFALL OF THE EMPIRE

King Rajasanagara had a long and prosperous reign, and under
him, as stated above, Majapahit became the seat of a vast empire.
But he took an unwise step in his old age which was *nainl#
instrumental in pulling down the vast imperial fabric reared up with
so much care. In order to understand this fully we must have an
idea of the royal family. The king had by his chief queen Parames-
vari only a daughter named Kusumavarddhanl. The queen's sister,
tsvari, called princess of Pajang, had one daughter, called Nagara-
varddham princess of Virabhumi, and a son called Vikrarnavarddhana,
prince of Mataram. Vikramavardhana was married to the crown-
princess Kusumavarddhanl, and was thus the next heir to the throne.
But king Rajasanagara had also a son by a junior wife. In order
to settle him well in life, the king had him. married to Nagara-
varddham. He thus became prince of Virabhumi and was adopted
by the princess of Daha. In order to strengthen his position still
further the king made him governor of the eastern part of Java.
Although nominally under the authority of Majapahit, the prince
of Virabhumi really exercised almost independent powers, so much
so "that the Chinese annal$ refer to two kings in Jaya even during
the lifetime of king Rajasanagara, and both of them seat

to tike imperial court* Thus were sown tke seeds el a futoe
war which wa^'dtestmeel to pive tfae way for tfee final overthrow,
not only of the kingdom of Majapahit, but also of the Hindu
>m and Hindu culture of Java.

King Rajasanagara died in 1389 AD., and Vikramavardbana,
also known as Hyang .Visesha, succeeded him at Majapahit, As
prince Virabhumi was ruling like an independent prince in Eastern
Java even during the lifetime of Kajasanagara, it may be easily
presumed that the relation between the two slates did not

after the death of that king.   It appears that as early as 1401
king Vikramavardhana was involved in a fight with prfaie^
bhumi, but the result was indecisive.   War broke out again in LIM
or shortly before that.   At first the fortune c*f war turned aj

Vikramavardhaaa, and he decided to retire.   But  then the two
chiefs of Java, Bhre Tumapel, and Bfam Paramtsmm, son
son-in-law respectively of the king, came to Iris aid, ffMXf0h